Simplifying Radicals Notes

Check to see if the square root can be taken on the calculator. If a decimal is given, follow these steps to
simplify square roots.

1. Find all of the prime factors of the number.

2. If there are pairs of twos of the same prime factor then those numbers go outside of the radical.
e For more than one pair, all numbers that go outside the radical are multiplied.

3. The remaining numbers that do not have a pair are multiplied together and remain inside the
radical.
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To find prime factors, determine what prime number will go into the number and continue this
until all the numbers on the left hand side are prime.

2]18 2 divides into 18 -9 times

% 3 divides into 9 - 3 times
Answer: 3v2
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